RELIGIOUS DIVISIONS

Shakespeare succeed or fail to mellow or modify the
Christian temper of these great treatises and these
innumerable sermons? It is a difficult question, and
one to which my answer, I fear, will be somewhat
incomplete.

For to open the portals and look in again even for
a moment or two upon the controversies and passion-
ate disquisitions of the seventeenth century is to
contemplate almost such a scene as greeted Satan
whsn he looked out from the gate of Hell:

For hot, cold, moist and dry, four Champions fierce
Strive here for Maistry, and to Battle bring
Their embryon Atoms; they around the flag
Of each his faction, in their several Clans,
Light arm'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift or slow,
Swarm populous. . . .

Nor was his ear less peePd
With noises loud and ruinous (to compare
Great things with small) than when Bellona storms
With all her battering Engines bent to rase
Some Capital City; or less than if this frame
Of Heav'n were falling, and these Elements
In mutiny had from her Axle torn
The steadfast Earth.1

For hot, cold, moist and dry we have to substitute
Roman, Anglican, Presbyterian, and what were
generally called the Separatists or Sectarians, in-
cluding all varieties of opinion from Brownists or
Independents to Ranters and Quakers* Dryden has
described these in Thejiind and the Panther \

'The bloody Boar, an independent beast,
Unlicked to form, in groans his hate expressed.
Among the timorous kind, the quaking Hare
Profess'd neutrality but would not swear.

1 Paradise Lost, n. 11. 898-900 and 920-927.
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